


Physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Manatee Memorial Hospital. 
The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians.

www.manateememorial.com

Cardiac Diagnostic and Interventional Procedures
Cardiac catheterization, angioplasty, stenting, atherectomy, laser 
therapy, thrombectomy and thrombolysis therapy, intracoronary 
ultrasound, valvoplasty, stress testing

Echocardiography and Diagnostics 
2-D & 3-D echocardiography, 2-D & 3-D transesophageal 
echocardiography (TEE), stress echocardiography

Electrophysiology Diagnostic and Interventional Procedures 
Radiofrequency ablations, implantables, pacemakers, loop 
recorders, defibrillators, heart failure devices, tilt table testing, 
intracardiac ultrasound
 
Peripheral Vascular Diagnostic and Interventional Procedures
Endovascular stent grafting of abdominal aortic aneurysm, limb 
salvage, angioplasty, atherectomy, stenting, cryotherapy, carotid 
artery stenting, laser therapy, thrombectomy and thrombolysis 
therapy 

Cardiac Surgical Procedures
Coronary bypass surgery, minimally invasive surgery, mitral valve 
repair and replacement, aortic valve replacement, endoscopic 
vein harvesting

The New hearT aNd Vascular ceNTer  
at Manatee MeMorial

BrIngIng you thE futurE of hEart CarE.
The county’s newest in-hospital cardiac center 
takes heart care to the next level for cardiac 
and vascular patients.

Patients can depend on the center for 
individualized care and advanced diagnostic 
and interventional procedures. Cardiologists 
coordinate care with other members of the 
healthcare team, including the surgery and 
emergency departments to get you on the 
road to recovery.

We’re bringing you the future of heart care …  
so that you have the chance to get back to 
normal more quickly, with less stress on the 
body and heart. 

tourS arE aLWayS WELCoME.
CaLL (941) 745-7572.

Follow Moody Chisholm, CEO on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MoodyatManatee



Gothic Art in the Gilded Age: 
Medieval and Renaissance  
Treasures in the  
Gavet-Vanderbilt-Ringling  
Collection

Through April 4
Featuring paintings, sculpture, 
metalwork, furniture, ceramics, 
cameos, watches and wax 
miniatures, this exciting exhibition 
focuses on the collection at the 
core of the Ringling’s holdings of 
medieval and Renaissance art. 

Top: Norman Rockwell, After the Prom 
© 1957; left: Before the Prom, 2007. 
Photo © Kevin Rivoli

This exhibition has been organized 
by Kevin and Michele Rivoli in 
collaboration with International Arts  
& Artists, Washington D.C.

In Search of Norman 
Rockwell’s America

February 13 – April 25 
The work of American 
icon Norman Rockwell 
is paired with images  
by award-winning  
photojournalist Kevin 
Rivoli resulting in a 
showcase of Americana. 

American Collectors. American Artists.

Standing Vase
Mid-nineteenth century
Probably French
Bequest of John Ringling, 1936

5401 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota • 941.359.5700 • WWW.RINGLING.ORG
Open 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Wednesdays until 8:00 p.m., Advance Tickets Available 941.358.3180

Ca’ d’Zan  l  art museum  l  HistoriC asolo tHeater  l  CirCus museum

We’re With You To Comply

Neil Unruh, 

CPA
Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

(941) 747-0500  www.shinnandcompany.comNeil Unruh, CPA
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Bradenton Office   
 222 10th St. W. 
   Bradenton, FL  34205
   Phone: 941-748-3411
   Fax: 941-745-1877
Lakewood Ranch Office at the 
McClure Center
   4215 Concept Court
   Lakewood Ranch, FL  34211  
   Phone: 941-748-3411
   Fax: 941-745-1877
Info@ManateeChamber.com
www.ManateeChamber.com

To build a positive business 
environment while enhancing the 

community’s quality of life.

Networking at a Glance

February 9
Coffee Club
Pittsburgh Pirate City

February 11
Manatee Young Professionals
World of Beer

February 16
Business After Hours
Tinsworth Orthodontics

The Manatee Chamber of Commerce’s 
Current magazine is published 
monthly and distributed to 3,500 
business and community leaders. It is 
an advertising medium available only 
to Chamber members. For advertising 
rates contact: 

Karen Jones at 
941-748-4842, ext. 116 or

KarenJ@ManateeChamber.com
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Executive Committee:
Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chris Pennewill, Superior Bank
Immediate Past Chairman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mac Carraway, SMR Farms
Chairman Elect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chairman-Elect, Jim Vett, Vanguard Advanced Pharmacy Systems 
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tom Seguin, Suncoast Gem Lab
Vice Chairman Community Development & Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Vice Chairman Economic Development Council  . . . . . . Jonathan Fleece, Blalock, Walters, Held & Johnson
Vice Chairman Membership Development & Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rose Carolson, Bright House Networks
Vice Chairman Public Policy & Small Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Horne, Anna Maria Oyster Bar
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert Bartz, Manatee Chamber of Commerce

Directors:
Edward Bailey, NAACP
Terri Behling, Southwest Florida Water 
 Management District
Betsy Benac, WilsonMiller, Inc.
Rick Bisio, Franchoice Consulting
Mike Burton, Environmental Aquatic Control
Ron Crowder, Crowder Bros. Ace Hardware
Rae Dowling, Florida Power & Light
Mike Eiffert, Galati Yacht Sales
Bob Gause, School Board of Manatee County
Trevor Gooby, Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Club
Shirley Groover Bryant, City of Palmetto
Dr. Arthur Guilford, University of South Florida
Dr. Lars Hafner, State College of Florida
Donna Hayes, Manatee County Government
Ed Hunzeker, Manatee County Government
Brian Kennelly, LWR Commercial Realty, LLC
Sandy Kirkpatrick, Investor

Staff:
Alice Barker, Information Specialist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AliceB@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 200
Robert Bartz, IOM, President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BobB@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 112
Eric Basinger, CEcD. Executive Director Economic Development . . . . . . . . . EricB@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 120
Sandi Bodine, Information Specialist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SandiB@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 200
Lindsey Brugos, Membership Development Representative. . . . . . . . . . . . . .LindseyB@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 136
Jacki Dezelski, Vice President East County & Community Development . . . JackiD@ManateeChamber.com; ext.  131 
Nancy Engel, Workforce/Business Retention Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . NEngel@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 127
Marianne Goldrainer, Membership Development Representative . . . . . . .MarianneG@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 135 
Kimberly Henley, Executive Assistant, Community Development . . . KimberlyH@ManateeChamber.com, ext. 133
Sharon Hillstrom, EDC Events/Org. Development Manager.  . . . . . . . SharonH@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 140
Karen Jones, Communications Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . KarenJ@ManateeChamber.com, ext. 116
Joni Korzen, Membership Development Representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . JoniK@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 130
Lauren Kratsch, EDC Business Development Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . LaurenK@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 134
Jahna Leinhauser, Community Development Manager . . . . . . . . . . JahnaL@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 172
Sandy Miles, EDC Administrative Assistant Industry Services . . . . . . . . .SandyM@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 125
Carey Miller, Office Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CareyM@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 113
Reba Parrish, Visitor Information Specialist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RebaP@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 100
Marie Pender, Vice President Membership Development & Services . . . . . . . . . . MarieP@ManateeChamber.com; ext.  121
Lisa Reeder, Executive Assistant, Public Policy & Small Business   . . LisaR@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 123
Cheryl Richert, Controller of Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CherylR@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 115
Jill Salazar, Membership Development Representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . JillS@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 141
Debbie Scott, EDC Administrative Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DebbieS@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 126
Jeannie Shields, EDC Administrative Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JeannieS@ManateeEDC.com; ext. 128
Neil Spirtas, IOM, Vice President Public Policy & Small Business  . . NeilS@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 124
Elba Viruet, Executive Assistant, Membership Development . . . . . . . . . .ElbaV@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 122
Tina West, Better Business Council Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TinaW@ManateeChamber.com; ext. 114

SCORE "Counselors to America's Small Business" Business Counseling
(By appointment only - Call 941-748-3411)
Thursdays, 9:00 - 10:00 - 11:00 AM at the Bradenton Chamber Office
Tuesdays, 9:00 - 10:00 - 11:00 AM at the Lakewood Ranch Chamber Office at the McClure Center

Small Business Counseling
(By appointment only - Call 941-748-3411)
Small Business Development Center Workshops
Wednesdays, 1:00 - 3:00 PM at the Chamber Bradenton Office

Susan Kopstad, Stanley-Lambert Wines
Melynda Lee, Tidewell Hospice
Chris Locke, University of Miami
Mike Maddaloni, Beall's Department Stores, Inc.
George Manson, Manson Roofing, Inc.
Tim McGonegal, School Board of Manatee County
Trudy Moon, Air & Energy
Michele Morgan, Keiser University
Alina Mugford, The Translation Link, LLC
Rick Piccolo, Sarasota Bradenton International Airport
Wayne Poston, City of Bradenton
Will Robinson, Blalock, Walters, Held & Johnson, P.A.
Marc Simms, RPM Business Advisors, LLC
Brion Sunseri, Ad-VANCE Personnel Services
Darrell Turner, Turner Tree & Landscape
John Vita, Morgan Stanley
Kerry Ward, Wachovia Bank

Manatee Chamber of Commerce February Current 2010www. ManateeChamber.com
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BBC Consumer Guide to Better 
Business Now Available

The 2010 Consumer Guide to Better Business Directory 
was distributed to area residents in the January 29 edition 
of the Bradenton Herald.  This important publication lists 
all members of the Manatee Chamber’s Better Business 
Council, and provides important consumer information.  
Members listed have had their licenses and insurance 
requirements confirmed, and have formally pledged to 
uphold the BBC’s “Code of Ethics”.

The Directory is distributed through the Chamber’s Downtown Bradenton and Lakewood 
Ranch offices, as well as many business locations. Consumers can also access the 
Directory through the Bradenton Herald’s website, www.Bradenton.com.  As an added 
benefit, newcomers to our community will receive a copy in the Chamber’s Welcome Kits 
that are distributed through the offices of the Manatee County Tax Collector, allowing our 
members to be the first to reach new residents. If you would like additional copies of the 
Directory, or if you would like more information about the BBC, please contact Tina West 
at 941-748-4842  ext. 114 or TinaW@ManateeChamber.com.  

Thank You Member Restaurants for Participating!

A special thank you to the following restaurants for providing appetizers at this year's 
Tri-Chamber event: Anna Maria Oyster Bar, Atlanta Bread Company, Orange Blossom 
Catering and Vertori’s Pizza House. Your efforts are especially appreciated in making this 
year's Tri-Chamber event another great success.

Want to Show-Off Your Business and Have the Chamber 
Deliver Customers to Your Front Door?
        

The Chamber has several openings for members 
to host Business After Hours, Business After 
Business (locations East of Lockwood Ridge 
Road) and Coffee Clubs.  

There is a sponsorship fee and your place 
of business must be able to manage 125 - 
150 guests and have safe, adequate parking. 
Sponsorship features include substantial 
exposure through the Current, our networking 
events, both the downtown Bradenton and 
Lakewood Ranch offices and on our website. 
Partnerships with fellow Chamber members 
are encouraged.

If you would like information on how your 
business can sponsor one of these popular 
networking events, please contact MarieP@
ManateeChamber.com for more information. 

Commercial & Residential
Storage

Pick-up and Delivery Service
 Air-conditioned & Garage Storage

 24 Hour Access - 7 Days A Week

 Moving & Packaging Supplies

Chamber Members 10% Off!
A/C Always Open!

Ask About Our Great Specials!

Storage as low as $38 a month
A/C as low as $100 per month

Two Locations To Serve You Better
2330 Manatee Avenue East, 747-8989

2305 9th Street West, 741-9696



www. ManateeChamber.comFebruary Current 2010 Manatee Chamber of Commerce 7

Commercial & Residential

Where the Pros Buy!

ittsburgh    irates    aseball

Spring Fling Business Expo Reserve Your Booth Today!

Now, more than ever, exposure for your business is what pays dividends. The 
Chamber will again host the Spring Fling Business Expo to help you promote your 
products and services. Reserve your table now!

The Spring Fling Business Expo 
will feature Chamber members 
displaying their products/services, 
fantastic networking, entertainment, 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres, music 
and a cash bar. The event will be heavily 
promoted to Chamber members and the 
general public. Tables at the Expo are 
only $175 and will sell-out quickly, so 
reserve yours early!  

For more information, contact Jahna 
at 941-748-4842, ext. 172 or email at 
JahnaL@ManateeChamber.com. 

Thank you to our sponsors:

Congratulations Neil Spirtas on 25 Years with the 
Chamber!

25 Years and he hasn’t changed a bit... but, the Chamber 
has! Thanks, Neil, for your 25 years of hard work, insight 
and integrity that have contributed so much to our success.    

Thanks, also, for your friendship and for the loyalty you’ve 
shown to the Chamber, it’s members and to all of us on staff 
who enjoy working with you. You  have made a significant 
difference and we look forward to the next 25!

Chamber Launches Monthly TV Show on METV Focusing 
on Business In Manatee County - "It’s Your Business" 

"It's Your Business" will air every week of the year on Sundays at 7:00 PM, Tuesdays 
at 7:00 PM and Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. We'll tape a new show each month... so 
be sure to tune in to METV on Brighthouse Channel 614,  Comcast Channel 19 
and Verizon FIOS Channel 31 .



8 Manatee Chamber of Commerce February Current 2010www. ManateeChamber.com

941-487-7275 

www.iBusinessSolutions.com 

Call today for a FREE 
Expert Second Opinion 

Workers Comp 
Benefits 
Payroll 

 

Does your current Agent have 
you feeling like  
you’re in a box? 

 

Are You Getting
Your MYP

E-newsletter?
No? Contact Kimberly at

KimberlyH@ManateeChamber.com

to give her your email address.

Stay "in the know" on MYP

announcements & events.
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Linda Cinque 
Cinque 
Advertising

Lou Marinaccio 
MGA Insurance 
Group

Bob Turner 
The Bradenton 
Herald

John Rice 
Pro Cutter 
Supply

The Chamber’s Guest Luncheon Series
Monday, February 22
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
John Osborne, Manatee County Planning 
Director 

Join us for lunch and an update from the Manatee County 
Planning Department's John Osborne, Manatee County Planning 
Director at Stoneybrook Golf Club at Heritage Harbour, 7900 
Stone Harbour Loop, Bradenton.

Cost $25 for Manatee Chamber members; $50 for non-members. 
Reservations required by February 16 to Lisa at 941-748-4842, 
ext. 123 or LisaR@ManateeChamber.com. Seating is limited, call 
today. A special thank you to our sponsors:

Annual Tampa Bay Rays Luncheon
Wednesday, February 17 
Polo Grill Fete Ballroom
 

Come on out and have lunch, 
mingle with management and 
meet some of the Tampa Bay 
Rays players. 

Reserve Early - we expect this 
event to sell-out. Make your 
reservation by contacting Elba 

at ElbaV@ManateeChamber.com. Sponsorships still available!

Thank You Retired Board Members!

Thank you to our retiring Chamber Board members who volunteered 
time and service to the Manatee Chamber of Commerce. Thank you 
for your leadership in making us a five-star Chamber!

Chamber Promotes Recycling at Events

The Chamber, through our Green Business 
Initiative Committee has created a recycling 
"road show" for Chamber functions such 
as Business After Hours and Coffee Clubs. 
According to Marie Pender, Vice President, 
Membership Development & Services, “Our 
event sponsors for these functions will be 
encouraged to participate. The Chamber will 
provide guidelines and recommendations. 

Waste Pro donated Chamber recycling 
bins with the "Green Logo" and Signs Now 
provided the artwork. Chamber members 
will now learn about the value of engaging in 
green business practices and preserving our 
landfill’s utility by recycling items. According 
to Neil Spirtas, Vice President, Public Policy 
& Small Business, “This was a direct result of a recommendation 
from our Green Business Initiative Committee and our membership 
to 'walk the walk.' Thank you Waste Pro and Signs Now."

Waste Pro’s Andy Toller stated, “the company will also transport the 
Chamber’s Green recycling bins/waste product to and from these 
sponsoring businesses.”  Look for the Chamber’s green website to be 
launched in the next month to learn more about this program and 
other sustainable resources.  
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Monday, Feb. 1 through Friday, Feb. 5
MYP Community Service Project

Salvation Army
1204 14th Street W., Bradenton

4:45 - 6:30 PM
Join us as we serve dinner at the Salvation Army and help those in 
need in our community. Please volunteer and make a difference in 

the lives of men, women and children in Manatee County. 

RSVP: RSVP@MYPonline.com or 941-748-4842, ext. 133

Thursday, February 11
Networking Social

World of Beer
8217 Tourist Center Drive, Sarasota

5:00 - 7:00 PM
Join us for our monthly networking social with the Manatee 

Young Professionals from 5:00 - 7:00 PM. Enjoy great 
networking... bring your business cards and bring a friend! 

No RSVP necessary. No cost to attend for paid MYP members 
(or those who sign-up for membership on-the-spot), 

$5 for all others.

Wednesday, February 24
MYPower Networking Luncheon

Via Italia
6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton

11:45 AM - 1:00 PM
Limited to the first 45 RSVPs... MYPower Luncheons give 

you the opportunity to promote your business products and 
services and help MYP members find new customers for you! 

Cost: $12 for paid MYP members, $17 for all others
RSVP: RSVP@MYPonline.com or 941-748-4842, ext. 133.

MYP Leadership Sponsor

TARGET YOUR MARKET
Become a MYP Sponsor... 

Call 941-748-4842, ext. 131.

MYP Supporting Sponsor

Are You a "First 150"?
Send In Your Membership Application 

TODAY and Receive a Great Gift Package!
All Paid MYP Members Receive New 

Membership Benefits!
Download Your Application at 

www.MYPonline.com

In December we announced our new membership structure and 
exciting new value-addeds that will make your membership in 
MYP even better... and bring greater focus to programming for 
our target demographic - those 21-42 years old.

An annual membership in MYP is $45 for young professionals 
(age 21-42) whose business is a member of the Chamber 
and $65 for all other young professionals (age 21-42). While 
MYP membership has not had a fee associated with it in the 
10 years the Chamber has offered the program, we have 
identified the need for financial support to continue to grow.  
These membership fees will support a program that is already 
extremely robust - and allow us to offer even greater benefits to 
our members.

One new feature of MYP is a MYPerks member "perks" program 
through which Chamber members can offer special "perks" to 
paid MYP members. In turn MYP will promote these businesses 

to our members. Companies are already lining up to get involved 
in the program... please let us know if you are interested. 
MYPerks businesses already signed-up to offer specials to paid 
MYP members: Air & Energy, Best Buy, Bradenton Yacht Club, 
Digital Image Business Solutions, Fit2Run, MacAllister's Grill & 
Tavern, Manatee Players and the University of Miami.

BONUS for the First 150 paid MYP members of 2010: Return 
your membership application ASAP! The first 150 received 
will be given a special package of gifts/offers from Chamber 
members companies including Anna Maria Oyster Bar, Fit2Run, 
brick's Irish Pub & Martini Bar, Air & Energy, Digital Image 
Business Solutions, Bradenton Yacht Club and others!

We look forward to an exciting new year and look forward to 
seeing you at a MYP event! If you need further information, 
please call Jacki Dezelski at 941-748-4842, ext. 131.
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MYP Networking Social in January at Mattison's Riverside

www.webtivitydesigns.com

(941) 753-7574(941) 753-7574
9115 58th Drive East
Bradenton FL 34202

Website Design

Print Design

Identity & Branding

Promotional Items

Professional Design and Development!

Design
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Holiday Coffee Club in December

Are You Getting
Your Weekly

Insider?
No? Contact Carey Miller at

CareyM@ManateeChamber.com
to give her your email address.
Stay "in the know" on Chamber

announcements & events.
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www.webtivitydesignsolutions.com

(941) 753-7574
 9115 58th Drive E
 Bradenton FL 34202

Turnkey

Convenient

Live in 7-10 days

Only $69995

Affordable, Quick & Easy Web Design

Pre-built
Websites

941-487-7275 

www.iBusinessSolutions.com 

Need a Expert who actually 
Listens ? 

Call today for a FREE 
Expert Second Opinion 

Workers Comp
Benefits 
Payroll 

 

 

Sponsored by: Superior Bank
Superior Bancorp is a $3.2 billion thrift 
holding company. The principal subsidiary 
of Superior Bancorp is Superior Bank, a 
southeastern community bank, which 
currently has 73 branches, with 28 locations 
in Florida and 44 locations in Alabama.  
Locally, Superior has offices on Manatee 
Avenue in West Bradenton and Links Avenue 
in downtown Sarasota.  Superior Bancorp, 
through subsidiaries, provides mortgage 
lending, investment and insurance services.
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SAVE THE DATE, February 26, The Transformation Decade!
Are You Ready to Compete...Starting Today!
Featuring David Houle, Nationally Renowned Futurist and Writer
  
This must see event is for all executives who are evaluating how to maximize their 
success in this rapidly changing environment.  David Houle identifies and explains the 
new age we have entered and the dynamics that are shaping our world now and for 
the next 10-20 years. The Shift Age will be one of the most transformative and exciting 
times in the history of humanity. Houle leaves us with suggestions for how to prepare 
for and adapt to this new age.  All Day VIP Session 8:00 AM - 1:30 PM  $125,  Morning 
Session Only: 8:00 - 11:00 AM: $75, Afternoon Session Only: 11:00 AM - 1:30 PM: 
$75.  Location: Fete Ballroom at the Polo Grill, Lakewood Ranch.  For more information 
and to make reservations visit www.ManateeEDC.com   

SAVE THE DATE, Thursday, March 18 
Hob Nob Bar-B-Que!

Join us for a knee slappin, rip roarin’ good time at the 22nd Annual Hob Nob Bar-B-
Que! Enjoy delicious food prepared by our fantastic Grill Teams, kick up your heels 
to the tunes of the Billy Rice Band, network with more than 1,000 of your closest 
friends, and most of all have a good time! Thursday, March 18, 5:30-9:00 PM at the 
Sarasota Polo Club. EDC Investors: $70, Chamber and MYP Members $80. Need more 
information? Leave a message at 941-748-4842 ext. 650, and we’ll get right back to you!

Marriage of Marine Manufacturers Spins Off New Green Jobs 
with Electric Cars

The marriage of once fierce competitors in the marine industry is spinning off a welcome 
benefit in Manatee County - new manufacturing jobs with a green twist. Bradenton-
based Ameritex Fabric Systems, which became a division of the Taylor Made Group 
in 2009, will supply canvas doors for Chrysler Group Global Electric Motorcars LLC, 
according to Don Zirkelbach, Ameritex president. “Our relationship with Global Electric 
Motorcars is part of our plan to diversify at least 25 percent of our business beyond the 
marine industry,” said Zirkelbach, whose company has 58 employees and plans to add 
10 to 20 manufacturing jobs in the next year. “The combination of Taylor Made and 
Ameritex with our numerous patents opens up tremendous opportunities.”

The global recession hit the marine industry hard, leading to job losses and plant 
closures across the industry, including in Manatee County. The entire industry “had 
to hit the reset button” and create new business models and ways of doing business, 
Zirkelbach said. In the case of Ameritex and Taylor Made, Ameritex moved into part of 
a Taylor Made facility and is focusing on fabric-related products while Taylor Made will 
concentrate on windshield design and manufacturing, he said. Taylor Made recently 
closed a fabric plant in Georgia and integrated the operation into Ameritex in Bradenton, 
bringing additional jobs to Manatee County.

The electric car industry is one diversity target for Ameritex. Global Electric Motorcars 
makes six different models of battery-powered GEM cars primarily suited for intra-
city use. GEM cars are used by local, state and national government agencies, resorts, 
master-planned communities, universities, medical and corporate campuses, as well 
as by sports teams, taxi-shuttle services and individual consumers. Ameritex is also 
looking at the resort, consumer, recreational vehicle and golf cart industries. “The 
Ameritex story exemplifies how companies in the marine industry are restructuring to 
survive and thrive,” said Eric Basinger, executive director of the Economic Development 
Council (EDC), a division of the Manatee Chamber of Commerce. The EDC has assisted 
Ameritex over the years with employee recruitment and facilities permitting. “The focus 
on diversifying into other industries, in addition to marine products, is generating new 
jobs for local residents.”
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Robert E. Hunt Award

The Manatee Chamber of Commerce was pleased to award the 
annual Robert E. Hunt Award to Tortuga Inn Beach Resort at 
the 47th Annual Membership Dinner.  The annual award is named 
after former Palmetto Mayer Robert E. Hunt who took great pride 
in his community.

Tortuga Inn Beach 
Resort is a beach-
to-bay luxury resort 
conveniently located 
on Anna Maria Island.  
It includes six unique 
buildings of hotel rooms 
and suites nestled 
within lush landscaping 
and swaying palms.   
With its tropical charm, 

and scenic sunsets, Tortuga Inn truly embodies island vacationing.
 
The image of our community is often interpreted based on our 
visual environment and first impressions.  Through their efforts of 
creative and attractive landscape design and maintenance, Tortuga 
Inn makes a positive impact on community pride and economic 
growth.  

The Image Manatee Beautification Awards are judged and awarded 
to businesses and organizations in the community who have 
demonstrated their commitment to improving the appearance of 
Manatee County - one business at a time.  

Each quarter, Image Committee members meet to vote on these 
awards and discuss current issues relating to beautification in our 
local community.  From these quarterly winners, the committee 
selects one annual winner and awards this organization the Robert 
E. Hunt Award.  

Member businesses and public locations are nominated based on 
criteria such as building design or renovations, appropriateness 
of the neighborhood, landscape attractiveness and maintenance 
along with the use of native drought-tolerant plant species.  

Spotlight on Partners in Education

Each month, the Current highlights business partners who have 
made a difference in Manatee County schools through the Business 
and Education Partnership Program.  The Business Partnership 
Program links businesses and organizations with schools in 
a relationship that enhances learning and promotes school 
involvement.  For more information on this rewarding program, 
please contact Jahna Leinhauser at 941-748-4842, ext. 172.

Through the tireless commitment of five dedicated insurance 
agencies, students from Palmetto and Manatee High Schools 
received priceless opportunities through a unique program that 
focused on real-world business simulations.  

In this program, appropriately named Project Invest, students 
created a simulated insurance business, developing their own 
advertising and marketing plan, recruiting other “employees,” 
and providing actual online auto insurance quotes to customers.  
Through Project Invest, not only did students receive training on 
the “nuts and bolts” of the auto insurance industry, they received 
valuable work experiences that focus on professionalism and work 
ethic.  

In addition to the simulated insurance business, these five agencies 
sponsored field trips to local agencies, provided an awards banquet 
breakfast and donated $5,000 in scholarships to the students.  
These businesses truly went the extra mile in their partnership 
with their schools.

Congratulations to the 2009 Partners Together Award Winners 
Manatee County Independent Insurance Agents Association and 

the following Insurance 
Agencies: 
BB & T/Wyman, Green & 
Blalock, Boyd Insurance 
& Investment Services, 
Bradenton Insurance, 
Des Champs & Gregory, 
Inc., Oswald Trippe 
Insurance.
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Spotlight on our Members

Asolo Repertory Theater Board of 
Directors announced the establishment of 
the Robert and Beverly Koski Production 
Center Campus. Through the combined 
gifts of Beverly Koski, Herman and Sharon 
Frankel, an anonymous donor and the Gulf 
Coast Community Foundation of Venice, 
Asolo Rep has purchased property located 
at 1009 Tallevast Road for $1,650,000 
to create the Robert and Beverly Koski 
Production Center Campus. The 
approximately 45,000 square foot building, 
will house scenery and production facilities 
and the theatre’s vast costume and prop 
collection - both currently located in two 
separate offsite buildings. Consolidation of 
these facilities into one state of the art center 
offers the theatre more efficient operations, 
immediate cost savings and opportunities 
to better serve the cultural community here 
and throughout the nation.

L. to R. Susan Buck, Jim Chandler, Beverly 
Koski, Roz Goldberg, David Bavar, Scott 

Anderson, Herman Frankel, Alan Kurland, 
Warren Coville, Carl Meyer and Michael 

Donald Edwards

Blalock, Walters, Held & Johnson, P.A. 
announces the addition of two new practice 
groups – labor & employment law and 
immigration law. This expertise benefits the 
firm’s existing clients, as well as supports 
the rapid growth in new clients the firm has 

experienced in recent years. 
To support this expansion 
into these two practice 
areas, Matthew Westerman 
recently joined the firm 
as a principal. Westerman 
graduated magna cum 
laude with a Juris Doctor 
from the Stetson University 

College of Law. He is a 1994 graduate of 
the University of Central Florida with a 
B.A. in psychology. Westerman is licensed 
to practice before all Florida State Courts, 
as well as the United States District Court 
and Middle and Southern Districts of 
Florida. For more information visit www.
blalockwalters.com.

Cannons Marina on Longboat Key 
has earned two 
prestigious honors 
from Grady-White 
Boats, the Grady-

White Boats’ Admiral Circle and Service 
Excellence Awards for the 2009 model year. 
This is the 11th consecutive year Cannons 
Marina has been honored by Grady-White 
for their distinguished achievements in the 
areas of sales and customer satisfaction. 
The Admiral’s Circle and Service Excellence 
Awards are reserved for those Grady-White 
Boats dealerships that have achieved the 
highest level of retail sales for the model 
year plus outstanding customer satisfaction 
index scores as rated in customer surveys. 
Visit Cannons.com for more information or 
call them at 941-383-1311.

CPA Associates announce David 
Cumberland has been appointed by the 
Gulf Coast Latin Chamber of Commerce 
board of directors as Treasurer for the 
organization in 2010. Cumberland is a 

staff accountant with CPA 
Associates in Bradenton. 
He earned his accounting 
degree from the University 
of South Florida, Sarasota 
where he is one of the 
founding members of 
USF’s Accounting Advisory 
Council. He is fluent 
in Spanish. Stephen B. 
Parent, CPA, ABV, CFF, 
has received accreditation 
by the American Institute 
o f  Cer t i f i ed  Pub l i c 
Accountants (AICPA) as 
being Certified in Financial 
Forensics. Parent serves as 
a Client  Services Manager 
and is also accredited in 
Business Valuation (ABV) 
by the AICPA.  Elizabeth 
T. Carlson, CPA, CFP, CFF, 
CVA, of CPA Associates 
recently presented “Financial 
Accounting Principles 
for Attorneys and their 
Assistants” to the Sarasota-

Manatee Association of Legal Support 
Specialists members at Primo Restaurant.  
This group is organized to foster and 
enhance the role of legal specialists, and 
to provide educational programs related 
to the legal field. Carlson serves as a Client 
Services Manager with CPA Associates in 
Bradenton and is also a litigation support 
specialist, who is certified in financial 
planning, financial forensics and valuation 
analysis. For more information visit www.
cpa-associates.com.

Ellenton Ice and Sports Complex 
announce Caydee Denney & Jeremy Barrett 
and Amanda Evora & Mark Ladwig made a 

Matthew 
Westerman

David
Cumberland

Stephen B.
Parent

Elizabeth T.
Carlson
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recent sweep of the US Figure Skating pairs 
teams for the upcoming Olympics, and are 
continuing their training in Spokane for the 
upcoming Olympic games in Vancouver 
and World Championships in Torino, 
Italy. For more information visit www.
ellentonice.com.

Magee Signs announces that Benjamin 
Bakker has joined the 
company as the new 
account executive for the 
Tampa Bay region. Bakker 
brings with him nine 
years of experience in the 
sign industry, and will be 
handling sales operations 
for clients from the Tampa 

area as far south as Lee county. Ben’s 
extensive community involvement includes 
appointments as Vice President for SOLVE 
maternity homes, Leadership Manatee 
(c/o 2010), Manatee Young Professionals 
planning committee, and the Bradenton 
Downtown Redevelopment committee. For 
more information, visit www.MageeSigns.
com or call 941-722-5391. 

Manatee County has begun plans on how 
to spend this year’s $2.1 million Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) within 

the eligible areas of Manatee County. 
Neighborhood Services officials are looking 
for more community input than ever. 
Manatee County will host four community 
meetings to ask residents how they would 
like to see the money spent to improve their 
neighborhoods. For more information, call 
Suzie Dobbs at 941-749.3029, or e-mail 
her at suzie.dobbs@mymanatee.org or visit 
online, www.mymanatee.org.

Pittsburgh Pirates announce a celebration 
of the arrival of spring training and the 
first ever minor league baseball season 
in Bradenton at the First Annual Pirates 
Pep Rally on Thursday, February 25. The 
exciting Pep Rally is being produced in 
collaboration with Realize Bradenton and 
the Pittsburgh Pirates. Players, coaches 
and front office members of the Pittsburgh 

Pirates and Bradenton Marauders will join 
Mayor Wayne Poston on stage at 6:00 PM 
on Old Main Street. The rally will last until 
10:00 PM. For more information or to get 
involved, contact Rachelle Madrigal at 941-
747-3031 or Rachelle.Madrigal@pirates.
com or Anna Pohl at 941-704-4366 or 
AnnaP@RealizeBradenton.com.

We encourage our members to send us business 
announcements for placement into this section 
of the Current. Please send these to Karen Jones at 
KarenJ@ManateeChamber.com. Any articles sent 
promoting products and services are encouraged 
to advertise. Thank You!

Ben Bakker

Cat Depot
2542 17th Street

 Sarasota, FL 34234
941-366-2404

www.CatDepot.org
photo by Evelyn England, SAGE art Inc.

Ribbon Cuttings

Advantage Home Systems
11110 34th Ct. E

Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-5467

ittsburgh    irates    aseball
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aUniqueCeremony.com
BNI

Brown & Brown of Florida
Crosscreek Environmental, Inc.

Fahey Pest Management
Manatee County Independent Insurance Agents Assoc., Inc.

ProSource Wholesale Flooring
QIC Fire Corp.

Sensational Kids LLC

New Members January 2010



19www. ManateeChamber.com

Sponsored by:  BeachHouse

Thank You to Our Sponsors:

Upcoming Leadership Manatee 
Class Sessions

February 10
Human Needs Day

February 18
Graduation 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Bradenton Country Club

In 1993, Ed Chiles found the old Harbor 
House, bought it, remodeled it and changed 
the name to the BeachHouse. It had 650 
feet of beach in front of it and was a perfect 
setting for the huge covered deck that now 
reaches each end of the restaurant. The 
spectacular view was just the beginning! 

The vision was simple: moderately priced, 
fresh seafood served indoors or out on the 
deck at an incredible waterfront location. 
We offer nightly entertainment by local 
musicians and plenty of room for kids to 
play in the sand while you dine. Planning an 
event? Imagine your next family gathering, 
birthday or anniversary party, or a company 
get together, in one of our outdoor covered 
pavilions.  

Awarded Best of the Best by theknot.com in 
2008 and 2009, we are the ideal location for 
your dream beach wedding.  Within a short 
distance, you can be on a vacation; in a fun, 
relaxed, atmosphere where we entertain 
you and your children with our music, 
beach, and service. Not to mention the 
beautiful sunsets! Great Food, Great Fun, 
and Great Beach is the order of the day at the 
BeachHouse. 

February Current 2010 Manatee Chamber of Commerce
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Manatee Chamber is Proud to Welcome Our New & Thank Our Renewing Members 
New Members from 
December 15 to January 
8, 2010

Acquivest Business 
Brokers    
6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104    
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-812-7333
George Najmy, 
Vice President
Business Brokers                                                           

Bar Fitness, LLC 
(dba Snap Fitness 24/7)                 
3541 53rd Ave. W.             
Bradenton, FL  34210          
941-896-8817
Anne-Lise Bisio, Owner
Fitness Training and 
Exercise                                              

Carmen’s Italian Cafe         
515 27th St. E.               
Bradenton, FL  34208          
941-745-1540
Kay Rizzo, Co-Owner
Restaurants,Cafes and 
Taverns, Catering 

Cat Depot                     
2542 17th St.                 
Sarasota, FL  34234           
941-366-2404
Shelley Thayer, 
Executive Director
Animal Shelters                                                            

Crown Trophy                  
6119 B Clark Center Ave.      
Sarasota, FL  34238           
941-925-7372
Dennis & Elizabeth Batchie, 
Owners
Trophies and Awards                                                        
Promotional Products and 
Advertising Specialties                           
Sign Shops, Service and 
Installation                                       

Five Points Technology 
Group
5245 Office Park Blvd., #103
Bradenton, FL  34203          
941-751-1901
Jean Budzenski, 
Exec. Asst. to CEO
Computer Software and 
Consulting Services                                  

Goldman & Loughlin            
Immigration Law               
4900 Manatee Ave. W.          
Bradenton, FL  34209          
941-773-1523
Tom Goldman, 
Managing Partner
Attorneys, Legal Services                                                             

iconnectu                     
941-400-4164
Michelle Grunberg, Owner
Advertising, Marketing and 
Public Relations                                

Inland Homes                  
9022 49th Ave. E.             
Palmetto, FL  34221           
813-785-6133
Melanie Wilson, 
Sales Professional
Contractors, Builders and 
Developers                                       

Keilly’s Automotive, Inc.     
6104 43rd Ave. W.             
Bradenton, FL  34209          
941-794-8581
John V. Keilly, Owner
Automotive Repair and Parts                                                

Lady Bug Environmentally      
Responsible Pest Control      
6803 Dominion Ln.             
Lakewood Ranch, FL  34202     
941-388-9220
David Lorman, 
President / Owner
Pest Control Services                                                      
Environmental Services and 
Products                                        

Matzen, Inc.                  
13515 4th Plaza E.            
Bradenton, FL  34212          
941-713-3809
Chris Chaffee, President
Insurance                                                                  

Microcom Services, Inc.       
PO Box 110105                 
Bradenton, FL  34211          
941-538-6914
Brian O. Jackson, CEO
Computer Network 
Design and Consulting, 
Telecommunications                                                         

Play Golf Sarasota            
8003 34th Ave. E.             
Bradenton, FL  34211          
941-993-7844
Mark Bruce, President
Advertising, Marketing and 
Public Relations                                
Concierge Services                                                         

Realize Bradenton, Inc.       
1001 Manatee Ave. W.          
Bradenton, FL  34205          
941-350-8563
Johnette Isham, 
Executive Director
Non-Profit Organizations                                                   

The Riverside Real Estate     
Company                       
1001 3rd Ave. W., Ste. 600    
Bradenton, FL  34205          
941-782-0330
Jason Bartz, Vice President
Real Estate - Commercial                                                   
Property Management and 
Facilities Management                              

Samurai Japanese 
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar                 
3611 1st St., #110            
Bradenton, FL  34208          
941-747-6300
Jianming Zhuo, Manager
Restaurants, Cafes and 
Taverns                                             

Shuttle Service AMI, Inc.     
PO Box 1813                   
Anna Maria, FL  34216         
941-580-5777
Martin B. Malar, President
Limousine Services                                                         

Sunrise Home Health & 
Supplies
5227 4th Cir. E.              
Bradenton, FL  34208          
941-755-3456
Vasantha Nair, Owner
Home Companion and 
Health Care Services                                    
Medical Equipment and 
Supplies                                             

Super Heros Subs, Salads 
& Pizza                         
4925 Cortez Rd. W.            
Bradenton, FL  34210          
941-792-2300
Elizabeth Strassberg, Director 
of Marketing
Restaurants, Cafes and 
Taverns                                             
Catering                                                                   

Trustco Bank                  
5858 Cortez Rd. W.            
Bradenton, FL  34210          
941-792-2604
Brandon Grupka, Branch 
Manager
Banks and Banking

Renewals from December 15 
to January 8, 2010

1962 – 48 Years
CPA Associates 

1967 – 43 Years
BB&T - Wyman, Green & 
Blalock (BB&T Insurance Svcs  
 Inc Div)
Bradenton Insurance 
Florida Power & Light 
Grimes Goebel Grimes 
Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano,  
 P.L.
Kerkering, Barberio & Co., PA 
Volkswagen Bradenton 

1968 – 42 Years
Denton Properties, Inc. 
Dye, Deitrich, Petruff & St.  
 Paul, P.L.
The Coach House Mobile  
 Home Park
Waste Management of   
 Manatee County

1969 – 41 Years
Colonial Mobile Manor,   
 Limited, LLLP

1970 – 40 Years
Ear, Nose and Throat Assoc.  
 of Manatee, P.A.

1971 – 39 Years
Alex Karras Lincoln Mercury 
Firkins Chrysler Jeep Suzuki  
 Mitsubishi



21www. ManateeChamber.comFebruary Current 2010 Manatee Chamber of Commerce

Manatee Chamber is Proud to Welcome Our New & Thank Our Renewing Members 
1971 – 39 Years Continued
Manatee River Fair   
 Association Arena

1972 – 38 Years
Boyd Insurance & 
 Investment Services, Inc.
Ellenton Paint Center 
Jeffrey Allen Inc. 

1973 – 37 Years
Blake Medical Center 

1974 – 36 Years
DeLesline Construction Inc. 
Florida Rock Industries -   
 Cement Group

1975 – 35 Years
Tinsworth Orthodontics 

1976 – 34 Years
4 Star Tomato, Inc. 
Boys & Girls Clubs of   
 Manatee County
NDC Development   
 Company 
University of South Florida  
 Sarasota-Manatee
Verizon 
ZNS Engineering, LC 

1977 – 33 Years
Baker’s Paint and Body   
 Shop 
Christopher, Smith,   
 Leonard, Bristow, &   
 Stanell PA
Hernando De Soto Historical  
 Society, Inc.
Manatee Association of   
 Realtors

1977 – 33 Years Continued
Manatee County Housing  
 Authority
State College of Florida   
 Manatee-Sarasota
USA Fence Company 

1978 – 32 Years
Blue Water Beach Club 
Jim Mixon Insurance, Inc. 
Lombardo, Foley & Kolarik,  
 Inc 
Mel-Mar Village 

1979 – 31 Years
Blalock, Walters, Held &   
 Johnson, P.A.
David B. Denton, P.A. 
Edgar H. Price, Jr. 
Gold Coast Eagle   
 Distributing - Anheuser- 
 Busch
Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball  
 Club
Pro-Build 
Seabreeze Mobile Estates 
YMCA - Manatee County 
Zamikoff, Klement & 
Jungman, D.D.S., P.A.

1980 – 30 Years
American Red Cross   
 Manatee County Chapter
Clerk of Circuit Court   
 Manatee County
Lakewood Business Park 
Pierro’s Jewelers 
The Eye Associates 

1981 – 29 Years
Goodson Electric, Inc. 

1981 – 29 Years Continued
Manatee Glens 
Ponto’s Auto Service 
Schofield & Spencer, P.A. 
Stewart Title Company 
Trailmate/HJB Properties 
William R. Lisch, Attorney at  
 Law

1982 – 28 Years
Bishop Animal Shelter/  
 S.P.C.A. 
Comcast Cable of West   
 Florida, Inc.
Meals On Wheels Plus of  
 Manatee, Inc.
Mister Window Inc. 
Sun’N Sea Cottages and   
 Apartments
Vitil Solutions 
Westfall & Company CPA’s 
World Design, Inc. 

1983 – 27 Years
Appraisals & Sales by Julie  
 McClure, Inc.
Manatee Players 
Manson Roofing, Inc. 
SaraBay Real Estate Inc. 
Spirit Movers/Atlas Van Lines 
Straight Line Services 

1984 – 26 Years
Bradenton Christian School 
Florida Blood Services,   
 Manatee Branch
Kelly Services, Inc. 
Manatee Memorial Hospital 
United Way of Manatee   
 County, Inc.
Welbuilt Aluminum License  
 #CBC-057335

1985 – 25 Years
Atlantic Relocation Systems 
Easter Seals Southwest   
 Florida 
Florida Central Credit Union 
John Moody & Associates, Inc. 
Johnson Smith Company 

1986 – 24 Years
Discount Lock & Key Inc. 
Fawley Bryant Architects, Inc. 
Manatee Palms Youth   
 Services    
 (Psychiatric)
Shrum Steel, Inc. 
Thomas Estates 

1987 – 23 Years
Air & Energy 
Bruce Williams Homes 
City of Palmetto 
Environmental Safety   
 Consultants, Inc.
Library Foundation, Inc. 
Manatee County Property  
 Appraiser
Manatee Technical Institute 
Mark T. Elfervig, DDS, P.A. 
Michael Saunders & Company 
Rynerson Property 
Signature Sotheby’s   
 International Realty
Southern Comfort One Hour 
Air Conditioning & Heating
Sparks Computerized Car  
 Care Center
Supervisor of Elections 
Tom Brown Real Estate   
 Investments, LLC

Continued Next Page
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1996 – 14 Years
All Seasons Cooling &   
 Heating, Inc.
Arthritis Foundation   
 Southwest Region
‘Daniel Paul’ Fugazzotto 
Manasara Appraisal Services 

1997 – 13 Years
Discount Tackle Outlet 
Gulf Coast Business Review 
McKenzie Homes, LLC 
Neal Communities 
Residence Inn by Marriott 
SS-20 Building Systems, Inc. 
St. Joseph Catholic School 
Suncoast Rugs, Inc. 
TechHouse 

1998 – 12 Years
Animal Medical Center 
Anna Maria Island Resorts 
Bradenton Downtown   
 Development Authority
Care Net Manasota 
Pregnancy Center, Inc.
Dieter’s Sod Service, Inc. 
Extra Space Storage 
Gulfcoast Business Finance,  
 Inc.
Liberty Savings Bank - Main 
Mana-Sota Lighthouse for the  
 Blind
Manatee Memorial Hospital  
 Foundation
Michael’s on East Catering 
River Run Golf Links 
RWL Communications 
Terrence T Hopkins, M.D., 
P.A. Manatee Dermatology

1999 – 11 Years
Accord Human Resources 
All Weather Enterprises, Inc. 
Anna Maria Island Community  
 Center
Aqua Plumbing & Air Services  
 Inc.
BB&T East Side 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the  
 Suncoast - Manatee County
C and S Condo Management  
 Services, Inc.
ComCenter 70 
Czaia & Gallagher, P.A. 
Demetrios’ Pizza House 
Gold Star Limousines 
Gulfstream Natural Gas   
 System, LLC
Johnson PhotoImaging, Inc. 
Kirk-Pinkerton 
Longview Realty, Inc. 

1988 – 22 Years
GSE Holdings, Inc. dba ITW  
 Military GSE & Trilectron
Harrington House Beachfront  
 Bed & Breakfast Inn
Manatee County Tax Collector  
 Administrative Offices
McKinzie Apex Pest Control 
Suncoast Gem Lab 

1989 – 21 Years
Honda Cars of Bradenton 
Junior Achievement of West  
 Central Florida
Orange Blossom Catering, Inc.
Sarasota Bradenton   
 International Airport
Southwest Florida Water   
 Management District
Wagner Realty Heagerty Real  
 Estate Services

1990 – 20 Years
Emergency Physicians of  
 Manatee
Flowers Baking Company of  
 Bradenton
Manatee County Mosquito  
 Control District
Manatee County Sheriff’s  
 Office
Nancy A. Allen, Realtor   
 Wagner Realty
Richard H. Hackney, CPA, P.A.
Service Insurance Company 
Willis A. Smith Construction,  
 Inc.

1991 – 19 Years
APG Electric, Inc. 
City of Holmes Beach 
Interior WooDesigns 
Manatee Children’s Services 
Mott & Associates 
Pinebrook Dental Center 
Prime Outlets - Ellenton 
Stephen J. Peirce, DDS, P.A.  
 dba Family Dental Assoc.
Tri-Tech Construction   
 Company 

1992 – 18 Years
ABKO Investments Inc. 
AM-PM Mailing Service 
Cortez Motors 
Elmar Industries Inc. 
Manatee Gynecology, P.A. 
Signature Sotheby’s   
 International Realty
The Real Estate Book 

1992 –18 Years Continued
Tidewell Hospice 
Westway Shell Service 

1993 – 17 Years
Alecassandra Vacation Villas 
Bradenton Press 
Buskirk, Summers &   
 Gravely  
Children’s Academy of   
 Southwest Florida, Inc.
City of Bradenton 
Eye Center, Inc. 
Home Builders Association of  
 Manatee - Sarasota
Lakewood Ranch Anesthesia  
 PL at Manatee
Manatee County Medical   
 Society 
Mark DeJong Builders, Inc. 
Nan-Del Plants 
NDC Realty 
Peace River/Manasota   
 Regional Water Supply  
 Authority
St. Armands Baking Co. 
Target Marketing 
Ugarte & Associates, Inc. 
VF Outlet 
Westbay Animal Hospital 

1994 – 16 Years
Family Resources - A Not for  
 Profit Organization
Homes by Towne KM   
 Development
Manatee Education Foundation 
Nationwide Chemical Coating  
 Mfrs., Inc.
Pat Cook Construction, Inc. 
Smugglers Cove Adventure  
 Golf 
West Bay Landscape, Inc. 

1995 – 15 Years
A EconoMovers, Inc. 
Access to Health Chiropractic 
Barnes Walker, Chartered 
Bell Graphics Advertising and  
 Design
Cannons Marina & Beach  
 Cottages, Inc.
Kicliter Funeral Home 
Kitchner & Pierro Company,  
 Inc.
SYSCO Food Services West  
 Coast Florida, Inc.
The Trophy Case 

Renewing Members Continued 1999 – 11 Years Continued 
Manatee Community 
 Foundation 
Pinnacle Medical Group 
Popi’s Place Too 
RTI Insurance Services 
State Farm Insurance Co. W. 
Heath Marston Agency, Inc.
Temple Beth El 
Vacation Property   
 Management Inc.
Webster University 
Zirkelbach Construction, Inc. 

2000 – 10 Years
Ameriprise Financial 
Bakers Paint & Body Shop 
BenchMark Blueprinting, Inc. 
Bradenton Housing Authority 
Casto Southeast, LLC 
Galati Yacht Sales 
Grablin Orthopaedic Surgery  
 and Sports Medicine
Grow Financial Federal Credit  
 Union
Hilton Garden Inn 
Johns Eastern Co. Inc. 
Lindsay Eastman, DDS, MS, PA
Peridia Golf & Country Club 
Q Auto & Injury Attorneys 
Leonard A. McCue & Assoc., PA
Riddell Law Group 
Sandy Kirkpatrick 
Sandy Silverman Long Term  
 Care Insurance Services
Southern Auto Transport   
 Services, Inc
Stanley Steemer 
University Park Lifestyles, Inc.
Valvoline Instant Oil Change 
Williams, Parker, Harrison, 
Dietz and Getzen

2001 – 9 Years
ABCO Payroll Services, Inc. 
Access Garage Door Services  
 & Repair
Captain Kim’s Enterprises, Inc.
Chick-fil-a at Creekwood 
Communications Contractors 
Dr. Carol A. DeWilde 
Family Financial Strategies, Inc.
Harllee & Bald, P.A. 
Healthcare America Medical  
 Group, Inc.
Hembree & Assoc., Inc. 
Kraft Construction Company 
Lakewood Family Eye Care 
MGA Insurance Group 
Michael Saunders &   
 Company 
Plantation Lawn Maintenance 
Pools by Lowell, Inc. 
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TOO
MUCH
DEBT?

R  L  GR  L  G

CYNTHIA  RIDDELL, ESQ.
Riddell Law Group
3400 S. Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, Florida
(941) 366-1300

www.toomuchdebtsarasota.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisements.  Before you decide, ask 

us to send you free, written information about our 
qualifications and experience.

WE CAN
  HELP!
WE CAN
  HELP!

Foreclosure    Bankruptcy
Short Sales

2001 – 9 Years Continued
Regatta Pointe Marina 
Staebler Appraisal and   
 Consulting Services
Synovus Bank of Tampa   
 Bay 
TDS Construction, Inc. 
The City Pier Restaurant 

2002 – 8 Years
Automotive Armor 
Coldwell Banker    
 Residential    
 Real Estate
Community Home Health  
 Care Services, LLC
Cracker Barrel Old Country  
 Store, Inc.
Early Learning Coalition of  
 Manatee County
gR Therapies 
Greene Hamrick Perrey 
Quinlan & Schermer, P.A.
Joan C. Oliszewski   
 Wagner Realty
Kerkering, Barberio & Co.,  
 PA, CPA’s
Manatee County Habitat   
 for Humanity
Michael Saunders &   
 Company 
N & M Cooling & Heating  
 Service, Inc.
Panera Bread 
Peek Traffic Corp. 
Southeast Overseas, Inc. 

2003 – 7 Years
American Car Care Center 
 Biolife, LLC 
Bonefish Grill 
ComCenter at Lakewood   
 Ranch
Digital Edge, Inc. 
Franchoice Consulting 
Fred M. Starling, Inc. 
Lakewood Ranch Medical  
 Center 
Living Out East Magazine 
Living Healthy with DHJ
Michael Saunders &   
 Company 
New College of Florida 
Ross Pfingsten, CPA 
Schenkel & Schultz, Inc. 
Superior Bank 
Thompson Goodis 
U.S. Tent Rental, Inc. 
WBRC Architects   
 Engineers, Inc 

2004 – 6 Years
AFLAC 
Bradenton Yacht Club 
Children’s Therapy Solutions,  
 Inc.
Clerin Consulting Group 
Community Christian   
 School 
Computer Renaissance 
CPH Engineers 
Employer Solutions 
Ezra Fine Foods, Inc. 
First America Bank 
Formella Construction,   
 LLC 
Gould and Lamb, LLC 
Great Florida Insurance of  
 Palmetto
Howard Leasing, Inc. 
Lake Erie College of   
 Osteopathic    
 Medicine (LECOM)
Lakewood Financial 
Lakewood Storage 
Manatee County Parks &  
 Recreation Department
OnTrac Publishing 
Orthodontic Specialists 
Jeffrey S. Thompson,   
 D.M.D.
Palm Printing 
Popi’s Place, III 
Popi’s Place, IV 
Quality Counts Carpet   
 Cleaning 
SkinSmart Dermatology 
Southern Self Storage 
Suncoast Schools Federal  
 Credit Union
The Nicosia-Mott Group at  
 Smith Barney
The Rehfeldt Group, PA, 
CPA 
Thomason & Thomason 
University of Miami 
Webtivity Designs 

2005 – 5 Years
20 Minutes to Fitness 
A Affordable Attorney 
Gerling Law Group   
 Chartered
Al Purmort Insurance, Inc. 
Bay Consulting Group,   
 LLC 
Bradley S. Thomas 
Cadence Bank 
Central Community 
Revelopment Agency
Chris Sullivan Insurance 
Community Coalition on   
 Homelessness
CORE Construction 

2005 – 5 Years Continued
Entreken Associates, Inc. 
Real Estate Appraisers/  
 Consultants
Florida College of Natural  
 Health
Gator Plumbing, Inc. 
Gevity 
Hi-Tec Paintball Park, Inc. 
Insparations Hair & Spa 
Juvenile Diabetes   
 Research Foundation
Kenneth Jarvis, PLLC 
London Bay Homes 
LWR Commercial Realty, LLC 
Moments in Time Photography
On A Shoestring, Inc. 
Outback Steakhouse 
Roskamp Institute 
Sarasota Bay Estuary   
 Program 
Smith, Reed & Osmond,   
 LLC Insurance Services
Tropical Cadillac, Inc. 
Wagner Realty 
Windsor Oaks 

2006 – 4 Years
Academy Insurance Agency,  
 Inc. 
AirTran Airways 
Alfred Gordon Photography 
Amick Roofing, Inc. 
Balance Pilates & Yoga   
 Center 
Bontrager Construction, Inc. 
DeSoto National Memorial 
DreamMaker Bath &   
 Kitchen a div. of Gilberts   
 Construction
Dynasty Elite 
Fit2Run 
Gentiva Home Healthcare 
Grow Financial Federal   
 Credit Union
Horizon Mortgage 
Corporation 
Law Office of Tricia   
 Fradley, P.A.
Lee Roy Selmon’s All   
 American Grill
Lockheed Martin 
MacAllisters Grill & Tavern 
Norman Fine Wine &   
 Liquor 
Pet Express Concierge 
Phone Solutions, Inc. 
Pickhardt Professional   
 Services
Premier OB-GYN   
 Associates 

Continued Next Page
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Renewing Members Continued 2008 – 2 Years Continued
John Deere 
KB Home 
Keller Williams Realty 
Keller Williams Realty of   
 Greater Manatee
Labor Ready 
Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Manatee Community Action  
 Agency
Manatee River Garden Club 
Mederi Caretenders 
MedOne Surgical, Inc. 
Mi Pueblo El Restaurante  
 Mexicano
Mojoe Productions, Inc. 
National Powder Coating 
New Balance University Park 
Owens Electric, Inc. 
Payroll and More 
Platinum Community Services,  
 LLC
Port of Port Manatee   
 Propeller Club
Renaissance on 9th - Division  
 of Meals on Wheels PLUS
Robyn Spirtas Counseling 
Sands & Associates, PLC 
Stewart Engineering   
 Consultants, Inc.
SunTrust / First Data   
 Merchant Services
Supermarket Acapulco   
 Tropical, Inc.
True Hollywood Screen Test, Inc.
Verizon Wireless 
Westside Auto Sales &   
 Service 
Wingate by Wyndham 
Woodland Baptist Church 

2009 – 1 Year
A/C Today 
A-1 Lawn Services, Inc. 
Aaron Lake Apartments 
Advantage Home Systems 
AmeriGas Propane, LP 
Ann S. Johnson, P.A. 
Arts a Blaze Studio 
Barrett Thomas Agency, LLC 
Bayside Engineering, Inc. 
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Lakewood  
 Ranch
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Parrish 
Bella Mia Pizzeria & Italian  
 Restaurant
Bennett Building &   
 Development, LLC
Big Dog Property    
 Maintenance, LLC
Bogey’s Sports Pub 

2009 – 1 Year Continued
Braden River High School:  
 Science Tech &   
 Health Academy
Bradenton Rent All and   
 Partyland, Inc.
Business ROI, Inc. 
Cafe on the Beach 
Captain Brad’s Fishing   
 Charters & Tours
Children’s Dentistry of   
 Manatee, PL
Cintas Fire Protection 
Clean as a Whistle 
Commercial Cuts of SaraBay 
Consolidated Heating and Air  
 Conditioning, Inc.
Cooper Creek Dental 
Corporate Interiors, Inc. 
Cortez Pump & Sprinkler  
 Supply 
Cottages of Bradenton 
Country Inn & Suites 
Destination Knowledge 
Dr. James M. Ellis 
Enrique J. Fernandez, M.D. -  
 Florida Plastic Surgery
Fairway Funding Group 
Florida West Coast Resource  
 Conservation & Development
FranNet of Greater Tampa  Bay 
Gator Grading & Paving 
Getman Cruise & Travel 
Global Communications 
Global Organic Specialty   
 Source, Inc.
Gulf Coast Discount Medical  
 Plan
Hanson Professional Services, Inc.
Health Products Powerhouse, Inc.
Heather O’Neill & Associates 
Hostetter Construction Corp.
Island Real Estate of Anna  
 Maria Island, Inc.
Jose M. Goldberg, D.D.S., P.A. 
Lanese & Associates 
Legler & Flynn 
M & L Cabinets 
Majical Miniatures 
Manatee County Substance  
 Abuse Coalition
Manatee Safety Council 
Medically Supervised 
Michael Saunders & Company 
Miller Recreation Equipment  
 & Design, Inc.
North River Office Solutions,  
 Inc., America’s Office Source
One Stop Landscape & Brick  
 Pavers Supply, Inc.
Palmetto Riverside B & B 
Palmetto Youth Center 
Paper Panache 

2006 – 4 Years Continued
Riverhouse 
Salon West 
Sleuth, Inc. 
Statewide Disaster 
Restoration South
Sunshine Academy 
The Sea Grape Inn 
Two Men and a Truck 
Wagner Realty 
Wal-Mart Supercenter 

2007 – 3 Years
1st Manatee Bank 
4 Star Storage LLC 
Aaron Home Care and   
 Staffing, Inc.
Ackerman Plumbing, Inc. 
All Children’s Specialty Care  
 of Bradenton at Lakewood  
 Ranch
American Red Cross 
 Mid-County Service Center
Badcock & More Furniture 
BB Hobbs, Inc. 
Bobcat Disposal, LLC 
Bradenton Transitional 
 Center - Bridges of America
Broadband Interactive, Inc. 
CAI - Community Association  
 Institute
Carlsen Contracting Co., Inc. 
Cornerstone Title 
Electra Health Club and Spa 
Five Guys Burgers and Fries 
Forest Glen Motoplex 
Grayhawk Systems 
Greenbriar Rehabilitation &  
 Nursing Center
Howze Real Estate Services 
Kiddie Academy 
Lakewood Ranch Telecom 
Lakewood Ranch Urgent   
 Care, P.A.
Literacy Council of Manatee  
 County
Luhrsen Law Group 
Manatee Winter Quarters,  
 Encore
ME3 Consulting Engineers, LLC 
Michael Saunders & Company 
Moore 2 Design 
Parsons Medical Center 
Poblano Mexican Grill & Bar 
Progressive Water   
 Resources, LLC
Raymond James 
Raymond James 
Rick Richards, Inc. 

2007 – 3 Years Continued
Road-Runner Highway Signs,  
 Inc 
Safe Children Coalition 
Sarasota Document Shredding 
Shapiro, Goldman, Babboni,  
 & Walsh
Southern Commerce Bank 
Storage Now 
Suncoast Brace & Limb Inc. 
Suncoast Business 
Technologies 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
West Manatee Fire & Rescue  
 District
Yoga Arts 

2008 – 2 Years
Administrative Concepts   
 Corporation
Aldrich Rug Interiors, Inc. 
Anytime Fitness Parrish 
Bassett, Vita, Vining, and  
 Hermann Group   
 Morgan Stanley
Begley’s Manatee Shell 
Benefit Advisors 
Blood Bank of Manatee   
 County 
Bradenton Urgent Care 
C & D Fruit & Vegetable   
 Company
Campus Books 
Center for Sight 
Club Z! 
Comfortable Care Dental -  
 Bradenton
Crown Shredding 
Drift In of Manatee County 
Edward Jones Investments 
 C.J. Bannister
Exactech 
Eye Center, Inc. 
Fahey Pest Management, Inc. 
Florida Bank of Sarasota 
G & S Lawn Maintenance, Inc. 
Gateway Bank of Southwest  
 Florida
Green Lighting Solutions 
Greene Marine Construction,  
 Inc.
Hearing Centers of SW Florida 
Holiday Pools of West   
 Florida, Inc.
Hyatt Survey Services, Inc. 
iBusiness Solutions, Inc. 
Imagine Schools at   
 Lakewood Ranch
Information Visualization &  
 Innovative Research
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Know a Company That 
Would Make 

a Great Chamber Member?

Contact Marie Pender 
at the Chamber

 941-748-4842  ext. 121

2009 – 1 Year Continued
Parrish YMCA 
Port Dolphin Energy, LLC 
Renaissance Painting 
Reynolds, Smith and Hills, Inc.
Riverhouse Reef and Grill 
Rogan & Associates 
Rooks Advertising 
Rotary Club of Bradenton Florida USA
Sahra’s Treasures, LLC 
SimplexGrinnell 
Southwest Construction Services of SW  
 FL, Inc.
Spacebox Self Storage 
Stellar Development 
Sunshine Baskets 
Surf and Rescue, Inc. 
Tandem Construction 
The Clarity Group 
The Villas at Water’s Edge 
TheSmileCentre.net 
This Old Store, Inc. 
Thorassic Park 
TI Pricing 
Tidy Coast Containers 
True Promotions 
uniqueTAXx and ACCOUNTING 
Wagner Realty 
Waste Pro 
Website Zoo 
Wedding Wizards, LLC 
Windmill Manor Mobile Home   
 Communities

Special Thank you 
to:  Saint Stephen’s 
Episcopal School, Tidy 
Coast Containers and 
Bonnie Gray, Bonnie 
Gray Productions, Inc., 
Pittsburgh Pirates and 
Bradenton Marauders.

Thank You to All 
Members Who 
Donated Prizes:

A2Z Meetings & Events
Additional Time
Advanced Physical   
 Therapy & Wellness
AFLAC
Alternative PT, Inc.
Amanatee Group, LLC
AMF Bradenton Lanes
Andre Panet-Raymond
Anna Maria Island Comm.  
 Chorus
Anna Maria Oyster Bar
Arts Council of Manatee   
 County
ASAP! Ad Specialties &   
 Promotions, Inc.
aUniqueCeremony.com
Bar Fitness, LLC – Anne 
Lise Bisio
Bonnie Gray Productions,   
 Inc.
Boyd Insurance &   
 Investment Services
Bradenton DJ

Clear Sunset Car Wash
Comfort Suites at   
 University Park
Cortez Heating & Air   
 Conditioning
Digital Image Business   
 Solutions
Elaine’s Bridal Boutique
Elements Therapeutic   
 Massage
Ellenton Paint Center, Inc.
Express Employment Pros
Financial Wealth 
Management – Lea Smith   
 Johnson 
Firkin & Fox
Florida West Coast RC&D
Framing by Robin, Inc.
George’s Disc Jockey &   
 Karaoke Service
Harrington House   
 Beachfront B&B
HHHT Auto Care, Inc.
Holiday Inn Sarasota 
Bradenton Airport
 Hyatt Place
I’ve Been Framed! By   
 Susan Young
Johnson PhotoImaging
Juvenile Diabetes Research  
 Foundation
Keeton’s Office Supply
M. Kesten Apparel for   
 Men
Maintenance Too Paper   
 Co., Inc.
Manasota SOLVE

Manatee Chamber Tech   
 Committee
Marie Selby Botanical   
 Gardens
Minuteman Press
Mixon Fruit Farms
Mote Marine Laboratory &  
 Aquarium
North River Office   
 Solutions
Ocean-Aire Conditioning,   
 Inc.
On A Shoestring, Inc.
Pittsburgh Pirates
Raymond James Financial
Riddell Law Group
Salon 43
Sensational Kids, LLC
Skyway Bait & Tackle
Southern Commerce Bank
Studio 26 Productions,   
 Inc.
SummitQwest
Suncoast Gem Lab
Sunshine Baskets
Superior Bank
Take Shape for Life
TechHouse
The Eye Associates
The Leukemia &    
 Lymphoma Society
Tropicana Federal Credit   
 Union
True Promotions
Turner Tree & Landscape
Webtivity Designs
Wheel Fun Rentals

Thank You Holiday Coffee Club  Sponsors
Sponsored by Breakfast by
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Events/Activities Calendar
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Mon.-Fri 1 - 5 MYP at Salvation Army 4:45 - 6:30 PM Salvation Army
Tues.  2 Chamber Technology Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
  Better Business Council Meeting 4:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
Wed. 3 New Member Reception 7:45 AM Bradenton Board Room
  Power Connection Lunch 11:30 AM Bradenton Country Club
  Image Manatee Committee Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
Fri. 5 MYP Committee Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
Thurs. 9 Coffee Club 7:45 - 9:00 AM Pittsburgh Pirate City
Wed. 10 Leadership Manatee, Human Needs Day
  Healthcare Alliance Meeting 3:00 - 4:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
Thurs. 11 Breakfast with the Chairman 7:30 - 9:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
  MYP Networking Social 5:00 - 7:00 PM World of Beer
Fri. 12 Transportation Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
Tues. 16 Chamber Executive Committee Meeting 7:30 AM Bradenton Board Room
  MYP Ambassadors Sub-Committee Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
  Green Business Initiative Committee 4:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
  Business After Hours 5:00 - 7:00 PM Tinsworth Orthodontics
Wed. 17 STARTUPS 8:30 AM MPO Sarasota
  Meet the Rays Luncheon 11:30 AM Polo Grill
Thurs. 18 Small Business Council Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
  Power Connection Lunch 11:30 AM Bogey's Sports Pub
  Education & Worforce Partnership Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
  EDC Advisory Board Meeting 3:30 - 5:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
  Leadership Manatee Graduation 6:00 - 9:00 PM Bradenton Country Club
Fri. 19 Water Alternatives Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
Tues. 23 MYP New Member Reception 7:45 - 9:00 AM Lakewood Ranch Board Room
  Chamber Board of Directors Meeting 4:00 PM Lakewood Ranch Board Room
Wed. 24 MYPower Lunch 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM Via Italia
Fri. 26 Downtown Redevelopment Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
  EDC Event: The Transformation Decade 8:00 AM - 1:30 PM Fete Ballroom at Polo Grill

Tues. 2 Better Business Council Meeting 4:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
Wed. 3 Power Connection Lunch 11:30 AM Caddy Shanks
Thurs. 4 Spring Fling 4:00 - 7:00 PM Lakewood Ranch Office
Fri. 5 MYP Committee Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
Tues. 9 Chamber Technology Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
  Business After Hours 5:00 - 7:00 PM The Gallery and Farraro's
Thurs. 11 Breakfast with the Chairman 7:30 - 9:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
Fri. 12 Transportation Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room
Tues. 16 Legislative Trip for Commandos to Tallahassee
  MYP Ambassadors Sub-Committee Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Lakewood Ranch Board Room 
Wed. 17 Power Connection Lunch 11:30 AM Stingray's
  Business After Business 5:00 - 7:00 PM TBA
Thurs. 18 Education & Worforce Committee Meeting Noon - 1:00 PM Bradenton Board Room
  Hob Nob Bar-B-Que 5:30 - 9:00 PM Sarasota Polo Grounds
Fri. 19 Water Alternatives Committee Meeting 8:00 AM Bradenton Board Room

Business 
After Hours

Coffee Club

Sponsored
by

Tuesday, February 9  •  7:30 - 9:00 AM

Tuesday, February 16  •  5:00 - 7:00 PM  

Thursday, February 11 •  5:00 - 7:00 PM  

Pittsburgh Pirate City
1701 27th St. E. •  Bradenton

Sponsored 
by

1500 59th St. W. • Bradenton

Start your day right...with us!
Breakfast • Networking • Door Prizes

8217 Tourist Center Dr. •  Sarasota

MYP Leadership Sponsors

Sponsored
by

All Chamber
Members Welcome!

Planning Dates
               2010
April 1 New Member Reception
April 8 Breakfast with the Chairman
 MYP Networking Social
April 9 MYP New Member Reception
April 14 EDC Business BUZZ
April 20 MYPals Luncheon
April 28 MYPower Luncheon
May 14 Project T.E.A.C.H.
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